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DEDICATION

This report is dedicated to the knowledgeable Gwich'in Elders, land-users, trappers, and
hunters, both past and present, who contributed to this and other GSCI and GRRB projects.

By sharing their knowledge about animals at risk, they are helping to keep this knowledge alive
to benefit future generations.

Mahsi' choo!

FIGURE 1. CAPE BATHURST HERD CARIBOU. PHOTO CREDIT: K. CALLAGHAN, GRRB.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Gwich’in Social and Cultural Institute (GSCl) conducted a study to gather and present
Gwich’in Traditional Knowledge of the Bluenose-West Caribou herd in 2014 and 2015. The
Bluenose-West Caribou herd is a barren-ground herd with calving grounds far to the east of the
Gwich’in Settlement Area near Paulatuk. From the 1960s to the 1990s, these caribou were
considered to be a part of a single large herd (the ‘Bluenose Herd’), which has since been
classified into three smaller herds — the Cape Bathurst Herd to the north, the Bluenose-West
Herd, and the Bluenose-East Herd. There are concerns about population decline with these
herds, in particular with the Cape Bathurst Herd.

Gwich’in Elders and hunters have knowledge of Bluenose-West and Cape Bathurst caribou from
hunting them generally in the fall and winter when the caribou are close to or within the
Gwich’in Settlement Region. The purpose of this study was to gather unrecorded Gwich’in
knowledge of the Bluenose-West and Cape Bathurst herds, and to collate this information with
previously-recorded knowledge contained in the GSClI’s digital archives, to produce this final
report. Verification sessions were also conducted to review the report, which is organized to
best present the information for use in management planning and for species at risk processes.

FIGURE 3. JOAN NAZON. PHOTO CREDIT: J. WINBOURNE, GRRB.
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INTRODUCTION

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

The Gwich’in Social and Cultural Institute (GSCI) and Gwich’in Renewable Resources Board
(GRRB) have a long history of working together to produce reports detailing Gwich’in Knowledge
of Species at Risk, including Rat River Dolly Varden char (2010), boreal woodland caribou (2011),
grizzly bears (2013), and wolverine (2014). The GSCI and GRRB have been conducting Gwich’in
knowledge of species at risk projects led by a four-member steering committee with a member
from Aklavik, Fort McPherson, Inuvik, and Tsiigehtchic, and representing all NWT Gwich’in
communities. The committee, formed in 2012, generally meets once per year to review the
previous year’s report and plan for next steps. The meetings generally include a review of the
project goals and background, informed consent statement (see Appendix A) and all
guestionnaires (see Appendix B for questionnaire). The steering committee also selects
potential interviewees.

Building on existing sources of Gwich’in knowledge, this study included interviews with 12
Gwich’in hunters and Elders to compile information about Bluenose caribou habitat, food,
behaviour, threats, distribution, and population (see Figure 6 for a map of Bluenose-West and
Cape Bathurst caribou herds).

PREVIOUS TK STUDIES ON BLUENOSE CARIBOU IN THE REGION

Gwich’in knowledge of Bluenose caribou has not been the primary focus of any previous
traditional knowledge studies. However, information about Bluenose caribou has been
collected incidentally in various Gwich’in Social and Cultural Institute and Gwich’in Renewable
Resource Board projects, mainly:

> Gwich’in Environmental Knowledge Project, GRRB (mid-1990s). Interviews about
caribou were carried out with numerous elders from Aklavik, Fort McPherson, and
Tsiigehtchic. It was generally not specified which caribou herds were being discussed
but for Aklavik and Fort McPherson elders, geographic cues in the interviews point to
Porcupine caribou.

» Gwich’in Knowledge of the Mackenzie Gas Project Area (2003-2005)

» Gwich’in Knowledge of Boreal Woodland Caribou (2010-2011)

In addition, traditional knowledge was recorded during the engagement process for
management and stewardship planning for the Cape Bathurst, Bluenose-West, and Bluenose-
East barren-ground caribou herds by the Advisory Committee for Cooperation on Wildlife
Management (ACCWM). Public engagement sessions were held between 2007 and 2013 in
Inuvik, Aklavik, Fort McPherson, and Tsiigehtchic. Information shared by meeting participants
was recorded by note-takers (and is therefore not necessarily verbatim, even though it is
presented as quotations) and summarized into a report (Winbourne 2014). The information in
the summary report is included here where appropriate. The information was not attributed to
a specific person, and some of the meetings included both Gwich’in and Inuvialuit participants.
The information collected from those shared meetings is included in this report, unless it is

Gwich’in Social and Cultural Institute | Introduction
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clearly Inuvialuit in origin. Information from this report has footnotes with “Bluenose Caribou
Management Working Group” and the location of the meeting.!

Gwich’in harvesters tend to call caribou from the Cape Bathurst and Bluenose-West Herds
“Bluenose caribou” and not distinguish between them. This nomenclature is continued in this
report out of both necessity and in keeping with the hunter’s usage. However, location and
timing specifics are provided where possible, which may suggest a specific herd in some
instances. In many transcripts, ‘caribou’ in the area north of the Mackenzie River and east of
the Mackenzie Delta could refer to Bluenose-West, Cape Bathurst, or boreal woodland caribou.
Before the mid-1990s, Cape Bathurst and Bluenose caribou were considered to be part of the
‘Bluenose’ herd (Winbourne 2014). Gwich’in hunters indicate that these animals look the same

- “there's not too much difference. 1 didn't see any difference.”” They also overlap in range.

Oh, I think they [overlap in range]...I think the only reason that they
have those three names is they got a bunch of cows that go one place
to calve. The other ones go [to] another place - like Bluenose
caribou, they calve at Bluenose Lake. That's where they get their
name from, ...because they calve there. Really, if you see ... just a

bunch of caribou, you couldn't know what they are.?

FIGURE 5. CAPE BATHURST HERD CARIBOU. PHOTO CREDIT: K. CALLAGHAN, GRRB.

The following table summarizes the differences between the boreal woodland caribou,
Porcupine caribou, and Bluenose caribou to the Gwich’in.

Y1n this report, the footnotes indicate for which project an interview was conducted. The interviewees name alone
indicates it was for the current (Gwich’in TK of Bluenose Caribou) study, GEKP indicates the Gwich’in Environmental
Knowledge Project, etc.

% Morris Blake

*Tom Wright
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TABLE 1. COMPARISON BETWEEN WOODLAND, PORCUPINE, AND BLUENOSE CARIBOU

Species name Gwich’in community General location Notes

‘Bluenose’ caribou

(three separate herds of
Barren-ground caribou:
Cape Bathurst, Bluenose-
West, and Bluenose-East)

I CEIRNGe Elalb Reelalslolf B Rangifer tarandus caribou Inuvik and Tsiigehtchic, Dispersed throughout the Dispersed in small groups

mainly. Also used area west of the Mackenzie  among a large territory.
occasionally by Fort Delta/north of the Much larger caribou.
McPherson in recent years,  Mackenzie River, and in the

rarely by Aklavik. Peel Preserve.

Porcupine caribou
(subspecies of Grant’s

caribou)
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FIGURE 6. BLUENOSE-WEST AND CAPE BATHURST CARIBOU HERDS: RANGE AND CALVING GROUNDS*

4 Range map is a conservative map, with only recent collar data used. Ranges vary over decades. Range map
information for caribou herds:

Nagy, J., D. Johnson, N. Larter, M. Campbell, A. Derocher, A. Kelly, M. Dumond, D. Allaire, and B.Croft. 2011.
Subpopulation structure of caribou (Rangifer tarandus L.) in Arctic and sub-Arctic Canada. Ecological Applications

21(6), 2011: 2334-2348
Gwich’in Social and Cultural Institute | Introduction
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METHODOLOGY

A total of 12 semi-structured interviews were carried out by a local co-ordinator hired for the
work, and the GRRB Species at Risk Biologist or the project director.” Interviews were
conducted in all four NWT Gwich’in communities (Aklavik, Fort McPherson, Inuvik, and
Tsiigehtchic). An informed consent statement (Appendix A) was reviewed with the
interviewees, which described the project fully, including the use of the information. A
questionnaire was used by interviewers to guide the interviews (Appendix B). All interviews
were recorded using a Phillips Conference Recording System Model # LFH 0955 digital sound
recorder, which stores the sound file in MP3 format. Sound files were later transcribed to GSCI
standards by a professional transcription service. All transcripts and sound files are held by
GSCl, and original research materials will be placed on deposit in the GSCI’s storage area in the
NWT Archives when the project is complete. Interviewees were given the option of receiving a
copy of the sound recording or typed transcript, which was delivered in person where possible.
After the interviews were completed, a series of verification sessions were held in Tsiigehtchic
and Inuvik. The report was read aloud in the session and the participants provided feedback as
appropriate.

The GSCI’s digital archives were also searched for information collected during other projects
(see “Previous TK studies on Bluenose Caribou in the region”, above, and “Credits:
Interviewees”, below). The digital archives were searched using ISYS digital search software,
with the search term “Bluenose.”

> 2 additional interviews were conducted but due to a microphone issue, no transcripts could be made.

Gwich’in Social and Cultural Institute | Methodology
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GWICH’IN TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE: BLUENOSE CARIBOU

Caribou are extremely important to the Gwich’in. Knowledge about caribou is comprehensive,
and detailed. In the Gwich’in language, there are many words and phrases to describe caribou,
including the following select words and phrases from the Gwich’in Topical Dictionary.®

Word/Phrase Translation* '

atsan’ caribou (running bull in October). Lit: 'it is smelly". (G).
atsanh caribou (running bull in October). Lit: 'it is smelly'. (T).
dazhadh tsoo caribou (young bull ). Lit: 'light colored fur'. (G).

dazhoo tsoo caribou (young bull ). Lit: 'light colored fur'. (T).

egii tsoo caribou calf. Lit: 'light colored calf'. (T).

khada’ aatsan caribou (young female). (T).

khaints’an’ caribou (September bull). Lit: 'fall season'. (T/G).

ne’eedi’ caribou (lean November bull). (T).

vadzaih caribou. (T/G).

vadzaih choo caribou (large male). Lit: 'big caribou'. (T/G).

vadzaih ch’iyaht’ok caribou (cow with nursing calf). Lit: 'caribou is nursing'. (T).
vadzaih nichii caribou (large). Lit: 'large caribou'. (T).

vadzaih njoo’ caribou (cow with no calf). Lit: 'older caribou'. (T).

vadzaih tr'ik caribou (cow). Lit: 'female caribou'. (T/G).

vadzaih tsal caribou (cow). Lit: 'small caribou'. (T).

vadzaih vinijaatan caribou (sedentary). Lit: 'caribou that stay in one area all winter'. (T).
vinagwahgwan’ caribou (spring bull). Lit: 'the beginning of spring'. (T).

*T: Teett'it Gwich'in dialect spoken in the community of Fort McPherson. G: the Gwichya Gwich’in dialect
spoken in Tsiigehtchic

® Gwich’in Topical Dictionary, 6™ Edition. Pages 9-15. Gwich'’in Teaching and Learning Centre, Fort McPherson. 2009.

Gwich’in Social and Cultural Institute | Gwich’in Traditional Knowledge: Bluenose Caribou
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CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF BLUENOSE CARIBOU

Bluenose caribou are of great importance to the Gwich’in. Before modern times when food

became easily available in grocery stores, caribou were among the key food sources for Gwich’in

families.

We depend on them, just like McPherson and Old Crow [depend] on
the Porcupine [herd]. Not only us, but Tsiigehtchic, and Aklavik
[residents] come over too, and hunt. ... We see a lot of people out
there, like from Tuktoyaktuk, definitely, and Arctic Red. So everybody
depended on them.”

Caribou were not just a food source — the hides, sinew, guts, bones, and other parts were all

used very carefully.

That is the only food we had those days and moose...it's hard to get
moose in those days all the time. Caribou...everybody depended on
caribou. And after we eat all the meat and make bone grease out of
the bones... most of the guts, we eat it. We also clean those hides
and tan them and use them for clothing and pack sack and all kinds
of other stuff. In summer they... save all the caribou skin, so they
can make winter clothing with it... Some of them they make tents
with it too, that was way back then.

They use everything, everything is used on caribou, even the caribou
hoof, they clean it and they put it away. Then in the summer they
soak it in the water and it gets soft and then they boil it and it really
turns out good. The old people used to like that, so that way they
don't throw anything away. The bones too, they break it up and they
boil it and they make grease out of it. And those legs they take
marrow out of it and they put it with pemmican or dry meat. They
eat it with dry meat, pemmican, it's good too. Every bit of things,
[they] make dry meat with it. And the sinew too, in those days the
women they clean the sinew real good and then they hang it outside
in the wind. Then whenever they're going to sew... sometimes in the
evening | use to see my Mom sitting there making sinew, big pile of
sinew she used to make. So they're really taking care of that sinew
part too.®

The hides and sinew from Bluenose caribou were used for many purposes.

[At] one time every woman know how to tan, or make dry meat,
everything. Skin legs, and how to make dry meat, how to make
pemmican, how to make bone grease, and how to work with the

7 James Firth. Arctic Red is an old name for Tsiigehtchic.

8 Joan Nazon, GEKP-Caribou, similarly expressed by others such as Gabe Andre (GEKP)
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sinew too. Sinew they used that lots, they tear it apart and they
make threads... They always make winter clothes with caribou skin...
Young ones they used mostly for clothing for kids. Like parky and
pants... Shoes, they mostly used that leg skin, that is what they used
for shoes, and for mitts they used, sometime they knit caribou skin
too, same as rabbit, to make clothes.’

Meat from caribou was preserved for later use as well, and bone grease made from the bones.

They dry everything in winter time when they...kill caribou... Set up a
camp and they dry the ribs, they even take the ribs off... the caribou.
They dry it little bit, then they take off every bone, because that bone
it spoils the meat if it’s [left on]. ...And that bone too, they use it,
pound it up for grease. Same with every leg, every bone in the
caribou or moose they do same thing. They save every one until they
get pile enough to make grease. They put in the pot and then they
put maybe about one quart of water in it that's all, and it start to boil
in the bottom and they put a big chunk of hard snow on top, while it
is boiling that snow go down...go down and if it's gone, well, they put
[on] another one. Keep putting that on, until the water show up...up
to [the] top and they keep boiling, they keep putting that snow until
the water is over the bone like, an inch or something like that. And
they keep turning... they turn bottom of the pot, turn that bone
over... When it boil enough... they take the pot down and take the
grease off with a spoon. Once you get most of it off, half the time
they use that little stomach in the caribou, they use that for bag...put
grease in it. Always put it in there, not hot, they got to dry that thing
too...before they put grease in it they blow in it and they hang it up
.... Just like little bag, [a] plastic bag, and once they put grease in
there, they can keep that grease. All summer they could keep it,
never get spoiled...They bury it under moss in summer time.*

Caribou bones were also made into scrapers, used to scrape the hides during tanning.**

The Bluenose caribou were important enough that Gwich’in families would follow their
migration route. “They would go down from Tsiigehtchic into Campbell [Lake area]. And they
would cross over to [the] Caribou Lake [area] and live in all those lakes between Caribou Lake
and Travaillant. And they used to have a community out at Trout Lake just above Travaillant.
And they used to ... [spend] most of the winter there. They'd fish there because there's lots of

fish lakes in that area.” ™

® Gabe Andre, GEKP-Caribou
° Gabe Andre, GEKP-Caribou
" John Norbert, Tsiigehtchic Community Verification session
12 .
Julie-Ann Andre
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Today, caribou are valued as a healthy food source for Gwich’in families. “Well, caribou in
general is really important because they're from the land, and they [do not have] steroids in
them.”" For many people, the meat is much preferred over store-bought. “If caribou wasn't
around...l have to go to store and buy food...buy meat. They would rather have caribou than
the meat they buy from the store.”™*

What | like is to hunt caribou and skin caribou and cook the meat to
the fire...Yeah, the kidney or fat ribs, that is what I really like when

you're hunting.”

Some parts of the caribou were not for young people to eat. “My grandmother and my
grandparents, they used to like igii [caribou fetus]. ..They used to like that kind, so we used
to shoot cows so we'd get [it]. They used to always say young people can't eat it.”*®

SHARING OF CARIBOU

Sharing food has always been an important part of Gwich’in culture. Sharing “still goes on, but
it's mainly with your family and so forth. There's a few people that would just bring caribou in

and then get somebody to cut it and give it out to the Elders.”"’

Considering the price of
groceries, sharing meat is economically important.’® There is a pattern of sharing caribou with
Elders, in particular. “We’re seeing the same hunters going out and getting lots of caribou, and
people see those hunters coming in with caribou, and they are asked for the meat. They give it
out, so they go out again. ... For those who are successful, they are being asked for meat.”*
Elders often find caribou to be better than store-bought. “Very important. | like to eat country
food. ...And us we can't live off pork chops and hamburger. You know, it's got to be there. |

mean, [for] us anyway, a lot of us Elders.”*°

However, many people do feel that “fewer harvesters are sharing the meat with Elders.”*

Communal hunting in the past also supported sharing. “And the way we used to hunt, we'd all
hunt together, like seven people are out, they hunt together because if somebody gets
caribou, they know everybody is going to share. Now it's just everybody for themselves. That

whole sharing thing is gone.”*

Caribou was also used to trade for other types of traditional food and supplies.

You'd have trading times. In the summer, you'd trade dry fish, dry
meat. Well, all year long, if somebody came to you with meat, and
they wanted dry fish and dry meat, they just trade. Sometimes they

B Julie-Ann Andre

% Gabe Andre, GEKP-Caribou

> Joan Nazon, GEKP-Caribou

16 Wally Tyrrel

7 Julie-Ann Andre

'8 Bluenose Caribou Management Working Group (Aklavik)

19 Bluenose Caribou Management Working Group (Inuvik/Shared)
2 Wally Tyrrel

1 Bluenose Caribou Management Working Group (Inuvik/Shared)
%2 James Firth
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would just give it because they knew that guy was going to go
hunting, and he would bring something back.

Long ago, they used to have like a big cache, and it would be for the
whole community and for feasts. [No one] went over there and filled
their freezer, they'd go over there and get something for tomorrow.
But it would be there for everyone. And when it went low, they
would be rationed. There was a lot of sharing and trading back then,
not only for meat, for clothing, supplies.”

Gwich’in hunters also share information on caribou to help other hunters. People generally
share the location of caribou by word of mouth with other hunters, so other hunters are more
likely to have success. This information sharing is even between communities — Inuvik and Old
Crow hunters may call hunters in Aklavik.**

HUNTING TECHNIQUE

Gwich’in hunters have always valued caribou by hunting them in a respectful way. This has
been passed on from Elders to young people. “When we used to hunt with the old timers, they
made sure you took [everything of use]. Even the inside, the guts. They made sure you'd
even take that. ...Young guys, they'll learn. If you teach them, they'll learn.”*

GWICH’IN STORIES AND LEGENDS

Many Gwich’in legends reference caribou, however it is generally not clear if the caribou are of
the Bluenose herd, boreal woodland caribou, or Porcupine caribou. The following story
recorded in the 1970s in the Committee on Original People’s Entitlement (COPE) project
describes the importance of caribou, and the value of sharing, in a time of starvation. The
stories were told by Eliza Andre, a Gwichya Gwich’in Elder.

Old Man and His Wife - Part #1

COPE Story, Eliza Andre

Once there was an old man and his wife who moved out into the bush.
Early in the fall, we all understood that the caribou were all in good shape
just before running season. It happened that this man was married to a very
wise woman. In the fall people killed lots of caribou. That woman was very
well known for her wisdom. Because the people had killed a few caribou,
they figured they were well off for the winter, but the woman figured there
would be a shortage of meat. She cut out a piece of caribou fat the size of
her knife and put this in her bag. A little later on, the people were starving

% Julie-Ann Andre
# Wally Tyrrel
» Wally Tyrrel
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so they had to split up camp into groups. One group going one way and the
other going in the other direction. This woman [and] her husband went by
themselves.

The man was very hungry and didn't have the strength to even walk
so his wife helped her husband until they stopped to make camp. Before
they made this camp, they came across fresh caribou tracks. The woman,
knowing her husband was very weak, took out the fat from her bag and cut
the fat into small pieces to make ready a light soup for her husband. She
gave this to her husband but he was so weak he could only take a little of the
soup and return to sleep. When he awoke again she gave him another drink
of the soup. This kept on until the morning. By morning, her husband told
her, "l feel much better and | think | can go after the caribou now." He went
out hunting and killed a bunch of caribou. When he came back to camp, he
told his wife that he was going to go and look for the other hungry people
that they had left. He gathered all those people and told them to return to
his camp with him, that he had a bunch of caribou. The people wanted to
buy meat off him but he told them, "If you want to buy meat, you can buy it
off my wife, not me."

The following winter this same man and his wife moved into the bush.
They were hungry, not having anything to eat. They made camp near two
big mountains of snow. It happened that they now had a little boy who was
so hungry he would ask his mom, "Mom, | want to eat caribou feet." His
mom would ask him, "Where are we going to get it? We have nothing."
They made a campfire near these two snow mountains and it happened that
all the snow began to melt around the campfire and they discovered a moose
leg. They began to shovel the snow and soon found two moose. What had
happened was that two bulls had been fighting over a cow moose. As they
fought with their horns, the horns became locked together. Yet now, they
were still in good shape (having been preserved in the snow). The man went
out in search of the other starving people and brought them back to camp.
By this time it was getting warm, getting towards spring. It was just luck
that this same man saved the other people who were in the need of food.

Old Man and His Wife - Part #2

People were travelling all over searching for food. This old man and
his wife were coming behind these people. She came across a rabbit trail so
she set out a snare. The next morning she told her husband, "On our way I
set one rabbit snare. I'm going back to look at it." She found she had
caught one rabbit but she did not wish to share it with the people, so she told
her husband, "l have caught one rabbit and I will make soup for you." Her
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husband was so thankful that he wanted to share a little bit with the people.
He went outside and began talking with the people. "My wife, she caught
one rabbit. We will make soup for everyone."

After the people got strong enough, the man went out to hunt for
caribou. He was very lucky and got a few caribou and the people wanted to
buy meat from him but he told them, "If you have anything to buy meat
with, give it to my wife and she will give you meat to eat.” Had this man not
mentioned the one rabbit to these people, the woman would have kept it just
for her and her husband.

This is why, even today, the people still help and share with one
another.

PLACE NAMES AND TRAILS

Maps on the following pages show place names mentioned in this report and trails associated
with hunting barren ground caribou. The trails map is based on data gathered during the Dene
Mapping Project in the 1970s and 1980s. The trails were used from at least 1900. In the past,
the caribou herds wintered close to Tsiigehtchic, and Gwich’in families were able to hunt them
much closer to the community. However, as is very clear on the map, some of the trails used to
hunt barren-ground caribou would have taken Gwich’in harvesters as far as 750km, as the crow
flies, from Tsiigehtchic. Gwich’in hunters used bush planes, dog teams, and other methods of
travel to get to distant areas and stay on their traplines. They travelled far into what is now the
Sahtu Settlement Region and to the Arctic coast as well.

GWICH’IN NAMES

Several Gwich’in place names referring to caribou have been recorded by the GSCI within the
historic range of Bluenose-West Caribou in the Gwich’in Settlement Area. These maps are
included in a map on the following pages.

Vadzaih Van (literally caribou-lake, also known as Caribou Lake) is a large lake northeast of
Tsiigehtchic. A river flows from Vadzaih Van into the southern end of Campbell Lake, known as
Vadzaih Van Njik (caribou-lake-creek). Vadzaih Van and Vadzaih Van Njik are within the historic
winter range of Bluenose-West and Cape Bathurst caribou, as well as the year-round range of

Boreal Woodland Caribou. Both barren-ground and woodland caribou are known as vadzaih in
the Gwich’in language.
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FIGURE 7. DENE MAPPING PROJECT TRAILS FOR BARREN-GROUND CARIBOU HERDS*®

% Note: trails shown were used, at least sometimes, to harvest barren-ground caribou of any herd. The Dene
Mapping Project was a large Mackenzie Valley-wide project undertaken by the Dene Nation in the 1970s and 1980s to
gather traditional use information for use in negotiating the Denendeh Claim.
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FIGURE 8. GWICH’IN TRADITIONAL PLACE NAMES REFERENCING CARIBOU IN THE BLUENOSE-WEST AND CAPE BATHURST

HISTORIC RANGE?

%’ Place names recorded by the Gwich’in Social and Cultural Institute, 1992-2014.
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

It is generally not possible to tell the difference between Bluenose-West and Cape Bathurst
caribou.’® However, Bluenose caribou (including Bluenose-West and Cape Bathurst) can easily
be distinguished from the larger boreal woodland caribou.?® They are also smaller, and darker,
than Porcupine caribou.®® In addition, “I think the cows [antler’s] on the Bluenose...are a little
bigger than the antlers on the Porcupine cows.”*' Bluenose caribou are also different than

Peary caribou.

Yeah, they look different, and depends on what kind ...they are.
Those ... down there [on the coast], they're mostly white. And
woodland caribou is kind of black and white and yellow, ... bigger
too... they got big bushy antlers.*

Males and females can sometimes be distinguished by their physical features as well. “In size
[the males have] bigger horn...The horn is real tall, and the cow, they got smaller horns. That
is the only way you can tell, is different size of horns. If you see caribou is big and has got real
tall horn, that's a bull... And a small little horn is a cow... They look dark [in] colour as a
bull,...and white one - they're just like white colour, that's [a] cow. [Both have a tuft of hair,
but]...the bull’s is really long... [You can tell from] maybe one quarter of a mile, | guess. You
can tell what they are if they're smaller and they're [a] lighter colour, but if you see bull
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they’re dark...dark and bigger.”** Males and females both grunt in the same way.**

FIGURE 9. CAPE BATHURST HERD CARIBOU. PHOTO CREDIT: K. CALLAGHAN, GRRB.
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