
1

2

SARA Process   (Species At Risk Act)

FEDERAL TERRITORIAL

COSEWIC
Committee On the Status of 

Endangered Wildlife In Canada

Status Report
1) Draft Status Report issued
2) 6-months, comments & revisions
3) 2-months, comments & 
  recommendations
4) Assessment Meeting

COSEWIC submits 
assessment to Federal Gov’t

SARC
Species At Risk Committee

(GRRB nominates 1 member to SAR Committee)

Status Report
1) Draft Status Report
2) 6-month review period
3) Assessment Meeting

SARC submits assessment
to CMA (Conference of 

Management Authorities)
(Each management authority has a 3 seat allocation on the CMA)

Management Authorities 
consult

Board Approval

Appropriate Government lists

RISK OF EXTINCTION WILL DICTATE NEXT STEP:

NWT:    Management Plan within 2 years

Recovery Strategy within 2 years

Recovery Strategy within 1 year

** GCLCA s. 12.8.32c - The Board has the power to approve plans for the management of endangered species.

GRRB will follow its Consultation Policy!

* GCLCA s. 12.8.32d - The Board has the power 
to approve the designation of endangered species.

     INPUT:
Boards & RRCs

    INPUT:
    RRCs

SPECIES STATUS DEFINITIONS

Species of Special Concern:  A species that may become threatened or endangered because 
            of a combination of biological characteristics and identified threats.

Threatened Species:     A species that is likely to become endangered if nothing is done to 
            reverse the factors leading to its extirpation or extinction.

Endangered Species:    A species that is facing imminent extirpation or extinction.

Extirpated Species (NWT): A species that no longer exists in the wild in the Northwest Territories
            but exists in the wild outside the Northwest Territories.
       (Canada): A species that no longer exists in the wild in Canada but exists in the
            wild outside Canada.

Priority List
Anyone can ask COSEWIC to assess the status of a species

Government Consults
2 consultation opportunities here

Federal:  Management Plan within 3 years1) Species Of Special Concern

2) Threatened Species

3) Endangered Species

4) Extirpated Species Federal: Recovery Strategy within 2 years
NWT:    Recovery Strategy optional

Assessment Schedule
Anyone can ask SARC to assess the status of a species
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