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In Memory of Kendra Sittichinli~March 17", 1989 ~ August 26", 2007

The Staff at the GRRB were
deeply saddened to hear of the
sudden passing of Kendra Sit-
tichinli on August 26™, 2007.
Kendra was a summer student at
the GRRB in the summer of 2006.

We were so pleased to have her in
the office as she was such awon-
derful person with agood attitude
and great personality. During her
summer term she was ableto
make 2 trips out in the field with
the biologists and technicians. She
went to Travaillant Lake and
Richardson Mountains where she
participated in some fisheries and
wildlife studies. She also attended
the Coastal Zone Y outh Confer-
ence in Tuktoyaktuk and the
Gwich’in Tribal Council Annual
Assembly in Aklavik

Kendrawas a very bright young
lady. She liked to have fun and
she made the job fun for herself
and those that she worked with.
Everyone enjoyed having Kendra
as the summer student.

The staff adored her personality,
self confidence and eagerness to
learn new things. Kendra's natural
curiosity and intelligence about
everything had also taught the
staff afew things aswell.

The Board and Staff of GRRB
would like to express their sincere
sympathy to Kendra’s mother
Greta, sisters Kandace and Kathe-
rine, brother Edward and al the
many relatives and friends of
Kendra. She will be missed by all,
but her memory will always be
with us. R.I.P Kendra.

All Nature Tells Us

Nothing really ever dies
That isnot born anew.

Themiraclesof nature

All tell usthisistrue.

Theflower s sleeping peacefully
Beneath the winter's snow
Awaken from their icy grave
When spring winds start to
blow.

And little brooks and singing
streams,

| cebound beneath the snow,
Begin to babble merrily
Beneath the sun'swarm glow.

And all around on every side
New life and joy appear
Totell usnothing ever dies
And we should have no fear.

For death isjust a detour
Along life'swending way
That leads God's chosen chil-
dren

Toabright and glorious day.

~ Helen Steiner Rice ~

Kendra graduated high school
in Lethbridge Alberta in May
2007 Photo Credit: Greta Sit-

Kendra entertained the youth
delegates at coastal zone 2006

Kendra driving boat on
Traviallant Lake July 2006
Photo credit: Ryan Mcleod

Kendra checking the fishnet
Photo credit: Ryan Mcleod
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Youth Work Experience Program 2007

YWEP 2007

The GRRB was able to provide
some work experience for eight
youth this spring and summer.
Thanks to the Department of Fish-
eries and Oceans and the Inuvik
Community Green House for their
ongoing support to the Y outh
Work Experience Program.

Andrea Greenland-Jerome
(Inuvik) participated in aweek
long camp at Pierre’s Creek with
DFO biologists. She gained some
knowledge in the fish surgical
procedures and tracking process.
Amie Charlie (Inuvik) participated
in aweek long placement at the
Inuvik Community Greenhouse.
She gained some knowledge of
planting, composting and general
biology of plants. Stephanie
Clark-Cardinal (Tsiigehtchic) par-
ticipated in GRRB fisheries work
at Travialant Lake. Bradley Char-
lie (McPherson), Bobbie Rose
Koe (McPherson) and Aaron Storr
(Inuvik) participated in the GRRB
fisherieswork at Vittrekwa River
with GRRB biologist Nathan Mil-
lar and technician Brian Dokum.

In the Spring Graham McDonald
(Aklavik) also participated in
some work for the Loche Liver
Study with GRRB Biologist Amy
Thompson. Cory Greenland,
Freddie Furlong and Ryan
McLeod are all young men from
Aklavik who aso had the opportu-
nity to work with biologist Cath-
erine Lambert on wildlife studies
in the Richardson Mountainsin
June.

Thank you to all the youth who
applied to the youth work experi-
ence program. If you applied and
did not receive a placement
through our program, do not feel
discouraged. We do keep all the
applications on file and as oppor-
tunities arise, we will do our best
to make sure al youth who have
applied are given a chance at the
opportunities. We also encourage
the RRC’s in each community to
work with the GRRB in creating
more opportunities for youth in
their communities. The youth in
some communities may be getting
more opportunities because there
is more studies happening within
the areathey live.

For more information about the

Y outh Work Experience Program,
please contact Bobbie Jo
Greenland at the GRRB 777-6616
or email her at tkmanager@agrrb.
nt.ca

Summer Student 2007

The GRRB received 14 applica-
tions for the 2007 summer student
position. Lisa Cardina wasthe
successful applicant for 2007 and
she worked at the GRRB from
June to August. She spent half of
the summer working in the office
environment and the other half of
the summer she was out on the
land working with our biologists.
The next newsletter will include a
report from Lisa. The GRRB

would like to thank Lisafor al her

work over the summer and also
wish her well in her College Stud-
ies.

Aaron Storr at Vittrekwa River
Photo Cr: Nathan Millar/GRRB

Andrea Greenland-Jerome
Photo Cr: Tracy Loewen/DFO

Lisa Cardinal
Travaillant Lake
Photo Cr: Nathan Millar/GRRB
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GRRB hires a new Executive Dir ector

The Executive Director position at
the GRRB has now been filled.
The GRRB welcomes Melody
Nice Paul who arrived into Inuvik
on September 5th to take over the
position previoudly filled by Jari
Heikkila.

Melody isfrom the Saint Mary’s
First Nation in New Brunswick.
Her last job was Aboriginal and
Treaty Rights Coordinator under
the Federal Government's Recon-
ciliation Process for Peace and
Friendship Treaties, in New
Brunswick

In 2005, she was also appointed to
NACOSAR (National Aboriginal
Council on Species at Risk) as an
advisor to the Federal Minister of
Environment, Parks Canada and

Department of Fisheries and
Oceans on Species at Risk.

Here are some quick facts Melody
shared with us.

“I'mmarried and have two
daughters. | love the outdoors and
my favorite color isblue. | was
bornin February 19??”

The next newdl etter will feature an
update from Melody. Thiswill be
following the Board Meeting in
October.

In the meantime please feel freeto
email Melody with awelcome
note or you can give her acall and
introduce yourself. Her contact
information can be found on the
last page of this newsdletter.

GRRB will meet in Aklavik this Fall

The coordinator of the Ehdiitat
Renewable Resource Council is
working with the GRRB Office
Manager in arranging and hosting
the next Board Meeting of the
GRRB. The meeting will be held
in Aklavik and will take place on
October 4th and 5th..

Local Renewable Resource Council’s Contact Information

Aklavik

Coordinator: Jerome Gordon
(867) 978-2336

Email: errccood@permafrost.com

M cPherson

Coordinator: Georgina Vaneltsi
(867) 952-2783

Email: georgina vaneltsi@gov.
tetlitzheh.ca

For further updates and informa-
tion , please contact RRC coordi-
nator Jerome Gordon in Aklavik
@ 978-2336 or Office Manager
Tanya Andrein Inuvik @ 777-
6600.

I nuvik
Coordinator: Neil Firth
(867) 777-6652

Tsiigehtchic

Coordinator: AnnaMay Mcleod
(867) 953-3608

Email: tggrrc@hotmail.com

Melody Nice Paul
Photo: Amy Thompson /GRRB

“I'mmarried and have two
daughters. | love the outdoors and
my favorite colour isblue. | was
bornin February 19??”.”
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Update from Environmental Biologist ~Amy Thompson

Beaufort Sea I ntegrated M an-
agement Planning I nitiative

(BSIMPI)

Backaround: In 2005, the Oceans
Action Plan identified the Beau-
fort Sea as one of the five Large
Ocean M anagement Areas
(LOMA). BSIMPI working group
was established and started to con-
sult with the Inuvialuit. During the
week of August 20" to 24" the
BSIMPI working group consulted
with the Gwich’in.

Goals: BSIMPI aims to work to-
gether with all usersto create an
integrated oceans management
plan for the Beaufort Seaand to
keep the Beaufort Sea healthy for
current and future users.

BSIM PI workshops: Designed to
inform communities about
BSIMPI and include their knowl-
edge into the plan. Thefirst day
focused on providing information
and collecting information from
the participants on social, cultural
and economic topics. During the
second day, the participants were
split into groups and mapped im-
portant ecological and conserva-
tional areas and species.

Joint Review Panel Hearings —

hearing. | attended the hearing as
well to help with the presentation
and answering questions. Our
main concerns were that the Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement (EIS)
did not adequately address cumu-
lative impacts. We were also con-
cerned that the potential for in-
duced development stemming
from the MGP is very high and
that the maintenance of biodiver-
sity and species composition
should be an important component
of a Cumulative Effects Assess-
ment (CEA). We therefore recom-
mended that the proponent, the
government, the GRRB and other
co-management boards be re-
quired to cooperate to conduct a
scenario based cumulative effects
assessment that leads to manage-
ment planning. We also recom-
mended that biodiversity bein-
cluded as an important component
of the cumulative effects assess-
ment and any management plans
that arise from it. For more infor-
mation feel free to contact me or
visit the JRP website (http://www.
jointreviewpanel.ca).

Upcoming Non Timber For est
Products (NTFP) Workshop in
Inuvik — September 17" to

Topic 15— Cumulative | mpacts

213111

The JRP hearing on Cumulative
Impacts was held in Y ellowknife
during August 27" to 31%. The
GRRB felt that cumulative effects
were one of the most important
issues for the JRP to consider in
respect to the Mackenzie Gas Pro-
ject (MGP). We hired Doug Skin-
ner (a consultant) to represent the
board with awritten submission,
presentation and presence at the

There will be aNTFP workshop
in Inuvik from September 17-21 at
the Mackenzie Hotel. This work-
shop will include discussions on
how to develop aNTFP industry,
commercia opportunities associ-
ated with mushrooms and berries.
There will be a craft session
where participants will have the
opportunity to make willow bas-
kets, spruce root baskets or twig/

bough wreaths. There will also be
afield tour at Jak Park and ame-
dicinal plant display presentation.
Registration is limited to a maxi-
mum of 30 participants so if you
are interested please contact Bea
trice Lepine directly (tel: 874-
2009 or bea_lepine@gov.nt.ca) or
contact me and | will forward
your registration to her.

> =8
BSIMPI Inuvik
wor kshop participants

NTFP Workshop
Hay River 2006
Photo Credit: Amy Thompson
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Update from Fisheries Biologist ~Nathan Millar

Update on GRRB website

Check out our website every once
in awhile for news and updates
about the GRRB. In the last few
weeks we have been working on
an exciting new addition. Y ou can
now listen to the Gwich’in pro-
nunciation of many of the animals
of the GSA right on our website!
Summer student Lisa Cardinal
worked with Ruth Carroll to re-
cord the names of the animals.
Amy Thompson also helped out
with the project. Thisisagreat
educational tool; we have shared
thisinformation with the
Gwich’in Language teachersin all
four communities.

Vittrekwa Report

We returned to the Vittrekwa
River for the second year in arow
to continue our work on Vittrekwa
char. We spent two weeks from
August 13" to 27" on an upper
tributary of the Vittrekwa
(Ne’edilee Creek) just to the
south of Tsth Mountain (Tsih
ddhaa’).

We had agreat crew that included
Brian Dokum (GRRB Techni-
cian), Lisa Cardinal (GRRB Sum-
mer Student), Steven Tetlichi
(Fort McPherson), Aaron Storr
(GRRB Y outh Work Experience),
Bradley Charlie (GRRB Y outh
Work Experience), Bobbi-Rose
Koe (GRRB Y outh Work Experi-
ence), Erin Hiebert (DFO Inuvik),
and Sarah Fosbery (DFO Inuvik).
Thanks to the crew for their work!

Our work this year was wide-
ranging. We captured char using a
trap net and by angling. We col-
lected information about the char
such as length and weight. We
collected a small fin (the adipose)
from the back of the fish for usein
future genetics studies. We
mapped out all of the habitat
along Ne’edilee Creek, marking
out where we saw mature and im-
mature char and where there were
good holes for the char. We took
aeria photographs of theriver to
be able to monitor future changes
in the river that might affect the
char. We also established ten long
term habitat monitoring sites. Fi-
nally, we made several day tripsto
nearby riversto look for other
spawning populations. We spent
time at the upper Vittrekwa River,
Chii Nahil Creek, Road River, and
Trail River, but never caught or
saw any char (or grayling for that
matter). Overall, our work was
very successful and we collected a
great deal of information that will
be useful to make decisions about
this special resource. Expect are-
port in the late winter or spring.

Travaillant L ake

We spent 12 days at Travaillant
Lakein July. Our crew was a
well-oiled machine and included:
Earl McLeod (Tsiigetchic), Lisa
Cardina (GRRB Summer Stu-
dent), Brian Dokum (GRRB Tech-
nician), Amy Thompson (GRRB
Environmental Biologist), and
Stephanie Clark (GRRB Y outh
Work Experience).

We caught over 300 fish, most of
which were whitefish, crooked-
back, and herring. We also caught
some jackfish and one lake trout.
The water was lower and much
warmer (20 °C at the surface!)
than it was last year. Lake trout
avoid warm waters and were
likely feeding in the deeper spots
of the lake. Over the winter, we
will be analyzing all of the sam-
ples that we collected. We will de-
termine how old all of thefish
were and what they were eating.

We return to the north and south
Travaillant Riversin October to
study the spawning whitefish and
crookedback.

Travaillant Lake July 2007
Photo Cr: Nathan Millar/GRRB
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